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Welcome to a new year at Syndal Pre-
School. It’s hard to imagine we are nearing 
the end of our first term already. It’s lovely to 
see how well all the children and families 
have settled in, especially those new to our 
kindergarten community. 

As parents, you are your child’s first and most 
important teacher. As such, we look forward 
to working closely with you to ensure your 
child’s kindergarten experience is unique to 
them, supports their individual learning and 
your family’s values and interests. 

Information regarding kindergarten 
programmes for each group is emailed each 
week as well as displayed in the kindergarten 
foyer as part of the “Learning Journal”. 
Photos from kindergarten sessions are 
displayed on the TV screen in the foyer.  I 
encourage you all to take a look at both the 
photo displays and preschool programmes, 
whenever you are dropping off or picking up 
your children. Your thoughts and 
suggestions are always welcome. Please feel 
free to either add these to the programme as 
displayed, send us an email or speak with any 
of the Syndal Preschool educators.  

Our kindergarten curriculum based is upon 
the Victorian Early Years Learning 
Framework. The Framework is a guide 
developed by the Department of Education 
and Early Childhood Development with the 

specific purpose of “assisting families and 
early childhood professionals to guide 
children’s learning and development in the 
first eight years of life.” Should you wish to 
view this document or have any questions, 
please speak with your child’s educators. 

 

 In addition to the group Learning Journal, 
each child has their own personal portfolio. 
These portfolios chart each child’s individual 
kindergarten journey and include samples of 
work, learning stories relevant to each child 
and information about special events. Please 
come and look at your child’s portfolio at any 
time. The children love looking through 
these books and especially sharing them with 
others. You are most welcome to add things 
yourself, as this assists us to tailor the 
programme to your child’s individual 
interests. 

 

 

At Syndal Pre-School, we encourage parents 
to be involved in their child’s kindergarten 
experience. We love having you attend 
kindergarten for the parent participation 
programme. It is an excellent opportunity for 
you to see firsthand what we are doing and 
to join in with your child. It is also a great way 
for educators and parents to get to know 
each other better, as often it is difficult to 
chat at busy pick up and drop off times.  

 

Finally, a big thank-you to the entire 
kindergarten community, for a great first 
term. We all look forward to sharing an 
exciting and educational year. 

Thank you to everyone for a successful start 
to the 2017 Pre School year. Term 1 has gone 
very fast but it has been great to see some 
fantastic work being undertaken by our 
Committee of Management team members. 

Director’s Report 
by Sally Whitrod 
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As you know, Syndal Pre School is a 
community kindergarten – we do not make a 
profit and are run by the Committee of 
Management, who are volunteers, and our 
dedicated educators. This structure keeps 
fees affordable and ensures that parents 
have buy-in on key decisions about the Pre 
School. Every role a parent undertakes as a 
volunteer (collecting fees, managing our IT, 
applying for grants, running social events), 
reduces our administration costs and allows 
more funds to be allocated to upgrading 
equipment, supplies and capital works.  

We are very grateful for those parents who 
donate their time to the Committee of 
Management. We currently have a couple of 
vacancies for positions on the Committee so 
if you would like to help the Committee of 
Management in some capacity, please email 
me at president@syndalpreschool.org.au  

A special thank you to Gabby Wilson who 
helped undertake some of the tasks as 
President when my new baby, Beatrice, was 
born early this term. Thanks for your help in 
addition to the other tasks you take on as 
Vice President. 

At our last Committee meeting, we 
examined upgrading some new outdoor 
equipment and trike. We are continuing to 
look at quotes and designs for our new shed 
and hope to have that confirmed soon to 
enable adequate storage space for our 
equipment and files. We also discussed some 
liaison undertaken with Monash City Council 
in relation to a local planning permit that 
may impact on parking and advocated the 
Pre School’s position.  

Communication is a commitment between 
the parent community, the Committee of 

Management and our educators. Thank you 
to everyone who completed last year’s 
survey – the results were very positive. I do 
encourage you to take part of any surveys we 
issue as we do value the feedback and it 
helps us to consider ways we can continue to 
improve. 

Happy Easter and all the best for the 
holidays. See you in Term 2. 

Megan Gidley 

President 

 

 

Presidents Note 
by Megan 

mailto:president@syndalpreschool.org.au
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Welcome to our first Dolphin Corner for 2017. 
With first term holidays nearly upon us, it is 
lovely to look back upon a busy and 
productive term for the Dolphins.  

Our focus for much of first term has been 
developing the children’s understanding of 
the kindergarten routines and getting to 
know each other. We use the daily routine 
board to assist the children with this – this is 
a visual schedule of activities and routines for 
the session. 

 

We find that this assists the children’ s 
understanding of the kindergarten day and 
reassures those with English as an additional 
language as well as those who might just be 
finding it a long time to be away from home. 
We have also introduced the concept of size 
with the children using Papa bear, Mama 
Bear and Baby Bear as a point of comparison. 
The children compared the size of three 
different bears and decided which name 
suited each bear best. We then used these 
bears to help describe the days we come to 
kinder  

- Monday = Baby Bear Day 

- Wednesday = Mama Bear Day 

- Thursday = Papa Bear Day 

Using this visual component assists the 
children to understand the various times they 
come to kindergarten and how long they will 
be here each session.  Each day we look at 
the visual timetable and compare the 
number of pictures / number of meal times 
and size of the day – it is then classified as 
either Papa, Mama or Baby Bear Day. 

To further assist the children, we developed a 
group story about looking after each other 
while at kindergarten. The children came up 
with a list of ways to look after each other. 
There was much discussion about ways to be 
kind to each other, with the children 
demonstrating some lovely thoughts and 
aspirations. We then translated this into a 
short story, including photos of the children 
at kindergarten. We have been reading this 
during group times to reinforce safety, 
friendship and kindness at kindergarten. Our 
most important concept is to be kind to each 
other at all times. This is something which we 
will be constantly reinforcing over the year. 
We are also working consistently with the 
group to create a cohesive environment, 
where everyone is valued for their 
individuality.  

To tie in with Chinese New Year celebrations, 
we enjoyed a visit from Sindy who 
introduced the children to Chinese culture 
through traditional Chinese stories and 
dances. She spoke about the importance of 
the colours red and gold within Chinese 
culture and how the dragon is a revered 
figure. The children enjoyed trying on some 
traditional costumes and participating in 
some traditional dances – they especially 
enjoyed the dance incorporating some Kung 
– fu moves! Sindy and some of the Chinese 
speaking children taught the group to sing 
“Twinkle Twinkle Little Star” in Chinese.  

Following on from this visit we created 
Chinese dragons using hand prints, lanterns 
and looked at some Chinese writing as we 
created “Happy New Year” pictures using 
Chinese characters.  

Recently, we have been building a “Family 
Tree” as part of our interest in each other’s 
families. Each child has made a ‘leaf’ for our 
family tree. 

We asked families to supply a photo to 
display on our tree. It has been lovely 
listening to each child, as they have stood in 
front of the whole group and introduced their 
“home family” to their “kindergarten family”. 
Educators have all brought in photos too, 
and the children have been quite fascinated 
as they get to know more about their 
teachers.    

 

 

 

Dolphin Corner 
by Sally, Jennie, Donna & Karin 
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We have introduced cooking as a 
kindergarten experience, beginning with 
making play dough for the children to use 
and most recently making individual ‘face 
sandwiches’ using healthy ingredients. We 
are looking forward to cooking some hot 
cross buns to help celebrate Easter and 
maybe some Easter chocolates to share with 
our families. 

Cooking with children incorporates so many 
areas of our curriculum, and best of all it 
tastes great!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the year we are working towards 
the children developing certain perceptions 
of self and dispositions to assist them 
throughout life. We want each child to be; 
curious, have initiative, be confident, be 
creative and imaginative, and most 
importantly be caring and compassionate. 
We want each child to have self confidence 
and a strong sense of self-esteem. To this 
end, we focus on each child’s social skills and 
emotional development; encouraging and 
supporting each child to negotiate, rather 
than use more aggressive means, when 
things don’t go as they planned. The children 
are learning to be a valued and important 
part of a large group as well as an individual 
with their own thoughts and needs. We 
encourage each child to be as independent as 
possible, as this assists the development of 
their sense of self and gives great self esteem 
when they achieve a task that previously 
they needed assistance with. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank-you all for a lovely first term. We will 
conclude the term with Easter celebrations, 
including an Easter egg hunt during the final 
session. We hope you enjoy a relaxing 
holiday ready for another exciting term. 

Sally, Jennie, Donna & Karin 

(The Dolphin Team) 
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Term 1 is flying by and the children are 
settling in well. The programme revolves 
around the children’s interests and needs and 
our areas of interest have included the beach 
and sea, Chinese New Year and Chinese 
culture, colours and colour mixing, families, 
healthy eating and feelings.  

For our first incursion for the year, Cindy 
came to teach us about Chinese Culture; she 
did some beautiful dancing with fans, 
umbrellas and swords for us and the children 
participated in some dressing-up, dance and 
movement too. 

On Tuesday 21st Nusrat (Radifa’s mum) 
came and spoke to us about International 
Mother Language Day which is celebrated in 
Bangladesh and around the world. This day 
promotes the preservation and protection of 
all languages used by people of the world. 
 
We will continue to learn about celebrations 
and cultures around the world throughout 
the year. Please let us know if you are happy 
to teach us about your own celebrations and 
culture. This could be by talking to the 
children at group time, showing some photos 
or pictures or by doing some cooking with 
the children.  
 

For the last week of the term the children will 
be talking about and participating in some 

art and craft experiences around Easter, 
which is part of the Christian calendar. 

 
Throughout first term our emphasis is on the 
children: 

 Feeling comfortable and safe at 

Kinder 

 Building relationships with other 

Kinder children 

 Becoming comfortable  interacting 

with the staff  

 Learning and responding to the 

new Kinder routines 

 Trying a variety of new and familiar 

learning experiences inside and 

outside 

 Participating in singing, music and 

movement activities 

 Listening and responding to stories 

 Learning to be good listeners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Kinder we are talking about how 
important it is for us to feel happy and safe 
at Kinder. We are exploring our emotions, 
including happy, sad, and cross, how we look, 
what can make us feel this way and what we 
can do about it. As the children begin to 
understand emotions, they learn to deal with 
them in appropriate ways, e.g. to use our 
words (‘Stop, I don’t like that!’), tell a grown-
up or ask them for help, take a deep breath, 
or ask for a cuddle.  

Just as children learn to walk and talk at 
different ages, they develop social skills at 
different rates, and Kinder is the perfect 
place to continue to develop these skills, 
especially as they can’t be developed in 
isolation. 

To help the children get to know other 
children better and to extend their 
friendships we have started using our name 
cards at eating times. We ask the children to 
sit where their name card is placed.  

 

The other way we use the 
name cards is that the children are learning 
to recognise their own names as well as the 
first letter and sound, and are starting to 
recognise other children’s names as well. 

Echidna Spot 
by Kirsty and the Echidna Team 
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Challenging our gross motor skills on the 

outdoor equipment 

Sharing our family photos 

Investigating number – sorting, 

matching, counting and using number 

Developing early literacy and numeracy skills 
is an on-going part of the programme. Some 
children are very interested in number, and 
we have been enjoying some songs and 
stories about number, and offering some 
experiences involving counting groups of 
objects and matching them to numerals, as 
well as sorting and patterning experiences. 

 

Echidna Group Rep 

Thank you very much Nusrat (Radifa’s mum) 
who has offered to be our group rep this 
year. She has already organised a morning 
tea for our parents, who enjoyed catching up 
for a hot drink last week.   

Parent Participation Programme 

Children love having you at Kinder to help. 
They feel proud, valued and special when 
they can show you their Kinder environment. 

Having a few extra pairs of hands to hang up 
paintings or write names on work, also gives 
the staff more quality time with the children 
individually, and in small groups. You may be 
asked to sit at a table with a small group of 
children to assist with an activity, play a 
game or help with a more challenging puzzle. 
Obviously, the more adults we have in a 
room, the better quality of Kinder 
programme we can provide. 

As parents, while you are on Kinder duty you 
will have the opportunity to see what we do 
at Kinder, and in particularly see how your 
child is progressing and how they interact 
with the other children.  

If you have any questions or concerns at any 
time, please come and speak to me or any of 
our friendly staff. 

Kirsty and the Echidna Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Representative drawing – drawing and 

painting what we see… fresh fruit…. 

Developing our fine motor and 

observational skills. 
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4 year old Dolphin and Echidna groups 

Afternoons with Jennie and Karin:  

First term has seen the children settle in and 

become acquainted with staff, each other 

and the kinder environment. Here are a few 

snapshots of the terms activities.  At Syndal 

Preschool we run a play-based learning 

programme.  The educators provide play 

opportunities and environments and as the 

children play they are learning a variety of 

skills and concepts.  The children are 

immersed in colours, shapes and numbers. 

This encourages conversations that include 

colour, shapes and numbers and their 

properties.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dharra the kinder’s turtle has been of great 

interest to the children. They watch her 

swimming and had a chance to look at her up 

close when we took her out.  A caterpillar and 

a centipede created an around the table 

discussion as the children shared their 

knowledge. Using clipboards the children 
recorded their observations. Having hands 

on experiences with creature enables 

children to learn to respect and appreciate 

that we share this world not just with other 
people but also with animals that are large 

and small. Some are cute and some are not 

so cute.  The children are learning scientific 

skills such as observation, and recording as 

well as to be gentle and kind.   

  

Dolphin & Echidna groups 
by Jennie 
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Welcome to all the families in the three year 
old Lizard Group at Syndal Preschool.  We 
started the year off with some basic activities 
that aim to make the children and families 
feel welcome, secure and comfortable in 
their new environment. 

We have some areas of the room that stay 
mostly the same.  These are the paint easels, 
playdough table, the book or literacy corner, 
puzzle or games table and the mat area.   

 

Inside, our favourite areas seem to be the 
construction and creative table.  We love the 
duplo boards and enjoy lots of puzzle making 
every week, and now are beginning to 
explore floor puzzles. 

Outside, there are two areas that the 
children gravitate towards; the bikes and the 
prams and babies.  With the warmer 

weather, it has been great to have the water 
trough available. If your child comes home 
wet, it has been due to the water play! 

Each year, we compile an individual child’s 
portfolio.  The portfolio will include a 
selection of art work from throughout the 
year, photographs and special pages 
focusing on various areas.  You are welcome 
to view your child’s portfolio at any time.   
We know some parents are keen for extra 
photos from the Apple TV slide show at the 
end of the day, so please check your child’s 
portfolio first. 

 

The Learning Journal and weekly program 
plan is on display in the foyer for a snapshot 
of learning that occurs throughout the week.  
We encourage you to use post it notes to add 
comments or feedback in a written form or 
you can let the educators know verbally. 

We are very appreciative of all the parent 
helpers we have had this term.  We hope that 
you have enjoyed it as well!  We invite you to 
feel free to chat to us informally at any time 
or make a time to talk more privately if 
necessary.   

Carol and Donna 

The  Lizard Team 

 

 

 

Lizard Lounge 
by Carol and Donna 
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Dolphin Group Representatives 

A few of us caught up for lunch on Monday 
20th February.  

Thanks to the parents participating in the 
parent participation program. 

The roster for term 2 is up, so please sign up 
(at least 3 duties per family as is a long term) 

- Catherine  

Echidna Group Representatives 

Echidna group parents had a great time with 
together in the morning tea at the Preschool 
on 17th March Friday. They enjoyed their time 
having some snacks and coffee. They get 
introduced with each other. I would like to 
say thanks to the parents who made the 
morning tea wonderful. 

The duty roaster of Echidna’s parents for 
Term 2 is ready to get the time participation 
of parents.  

Our kids always would like to go to their 
Preschool as they enjoyed the time with their 
lovely educators, co educators and dearest 
friends. As they are going to miss their 
friends during school holidays I would like to 
arrange a get together of Echidna families. 
So that kids would have a great time with 
each other as well as parents. I wish all 
Echidna families would like to come. 

- Nusrat  

Lizard Group Representatives 

Lizards Group 1st Morning tea went very 

well. It was nice to meet other parents as we 

had good time talking about each other’s 

kids. We also enjoyed tasty dishes shared by 

the parents. Looking forward to meet more 

parents in the upcoming morning tea.  

We have also introduced playdates for lizard 

group kids where kids get to play and have 

fun in their friend’s home after preschool. All 

kids are encouraged to join playdates.  

- Lakshmi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group Representatives 

3rd
 

December 
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We were lucky to have a truly magnificent 
summer's evening for Take Away Night 
2017.  Unfortunately I had to leave very early 
due to my eldest son being unwell, but I am 
told there was an excellent turnout and 
everyone had a fantastic time. Thank you to 
everyone who attended the event and made 
it such a success!  Also, special thanks to 
those that undertook packing up and locking 
up duties due to my early departure.  I look 
forward to seeing everyone at our next event 
the Family Night Out. 
 

Take-Away night 
  by Zoe 
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For More details, please visit  

www.harbourtownmelbourne.com.au/ 

 

For More details, please visit  

https://goodfridayappeal.com.au/kids-
day-2017/ 

 

Editor’s Note 
By Mandy (Louis’s mum from Lizard Group) 

Hello and welcome to the first newsletter of 
2017. I welcome many of the first time 
parent’s to the Syndal Pre-School 
Community, which includes myself, that you 
and your child have enjoyed a wonderful 
experience so far by the experienced staff 
and the dedicated committee members. 
 
Time has really flown past and we have 
nearly finished the first term of the 2017 year. 
I and my husband, Kenneth, do see our son, 
Louis, enjoying and making lifelong 
friendship with his fellow peers and 
educators.  
 
 
 

 

What’s on Melbourne for kids 
during the school holiday? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
From this newsletter on, upcoming kid’s 
friendly events in and around Melbourne 
during the school holiday will be included in 
the newsletter. And I hope these upcoming 
events can help you plan for some weekends, 
it will also be a great time where parents and 
kids can gather around to some of the events 
and have an amazing experience.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to let me know if there 
are anything you would like to see in the 
future newsletters, I can be contacted by 
email newsletter@syndalpreschool.org.au.  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Happy Easter!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And… 
Welcome Autumn!  
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