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Once again we are at the end of term! Term 3 
has been busy, with all kindergarten groups 
engaging in a wide variety of experiences. 
Thank-you to all those families who have 
assisted with the Parent Participation 
Programme. We love to have you come and 
join in. It helps us to get to know you better 
and to understand your hopes and goals for 
your children. It is through teamwork and 
information sharing we are able create 
programmes which are based around 
individual children, family interests and 
goals, as well as community values. 

We have been very fortunate this year to 
have a number of volunteers join us in the 
Echidna and Dolphin Groups. I would like to 
especially thank Ingrid Mamilovic for her 
fantastic work with the Echidna Group. Ingrid 
has been volunteering her time regularly on a 
Monday and Friday. Ingrid has a Certificate 
three in Child Care combined with her caring, 
considerate approach. 

We remain very fortunate to have Lilly Li 
volunteer with the Dolphin Group on a 
Thursday. Lily began her association with 
Syndal Preschool in 2015 as a student 
teacher, studying the Bachelor of Early 
Childhood Education. She has been regularly 
volunteering at Syndal Preschool ever since. 
Lily brings a wealth of enthusiasm as well as 
her bilingual skills. 

Thank-you all for your patience this term ad 
we have completed our new shed! This has 
been an ongoing project for over twelve 
months, beginning with the removal of the 
existing sheds, design and then building of 
the new one. A huge thank-you to Gabby 
Wilson for her tireless efforts in planning and 
project managing this process. We are 
thrilled with our fantastic new storage area 
which not only houses all our equipment but 
enhances the rear entrance to the preschool. 

Best wishes for a fantastic break and we look 
forward to seeing you on Monday 9th 
October – Echidna and Dolphin Groups and 
Wednesday 11th October- Lizard Group. 

Sally Whitrod   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Director’s Report 
by Sally Whitrod 
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Thank you everyone for another great term 
at Syndal Preschool. The Committee of 
Management have been busy on a number of 
projects, including: 

 The management of the 
construction of the new shed and 
pavement 

 Developing an artwork display at 
Glen Waverley library and 
Facebook content to generate 
publicity for future enrolments 

 Working on several grants to 
deliver further funds into the kinder 
– including becoming a finalist in 
the Leader Newspaper grants  

 Ongoing administrative matters of 
finances, fees, teacher reviews, 
industrial relations and IT 

 Organising get-togethers and 
social events for our parents and 
families 

 Updating our policies to ensure 
compliance with government 
regulation 

 Distributing a communications 
survey to parents to find out 
preferences for receiving 
information from the kinder 

 Liaising with Council on a number 
of issues in relation to our building, 
security and maintenance  

 

During Term 4, the Committee will be 
turning our focus towards the Annual 
General Meeting to be held in November and 
handing over portfolios to the new 
Committee.  

I encourage you to attend this meeting and if 
you are returning for 2018, consider running 
for a position on Committee. As a not-for-
profit, parent-run kinder, parent input and 
volunteerism is vital to ensuring the kinder 

continues to run smoothly and support our 
educators. All volunteers are welcome!  

Thank you to the Committee for their hard 
work and I wish everyone the best for the 
September holidays. 

 

Megan Gidley 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presidents Note 
by Megan 
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Term 3 has been busy and exciting for the 
Dolphin Group!  We began term three with a 
look at winter – discussing why the weather 
has turned colder and we are finishing the 
term feeling excited at the lightening days 
and beginnings of Spring! We practiced 
scissor skills by making ‘snowflakes’ out of 
paper, using this experience to discuss the 
concept of individuality with the children – 
how each snowflake is special, different and 
unique, comparing this to each person’s 
unique interests and abilities. 

This term has included a number of 
incursions, including visits from Healthy 
Harold and “Squirt” the Water Safety Turtle. 

Healthy Harold, a giraffe, came to talk to the 
children about ways to take care of their 
bodies and stay healthy. The children 
discussed the importance of washing their 
hands before eating, getting plenty of 
exercise and rest, cleaning their teeth twice a 
day and drinking plenty of water.  

 

 

Squirt reinforced water safety, always 
swimming with an adult and when at the 
beach, always swim between the flags. 

 

Father’s Day provided opportunities to 
encourage writing skills as the children wrote 
cards for Dad. We had a great evening on 
Father’s Night - Tuesday 29th August, where 
the children brought Dad back to kinder 
between 6-7pm. The children and their Dads 
enjoyed some special activities followed by 
some singing and a story, before we gave 
Dad his special Father’s Day present – a hand 
decorated, personalised mug. We had a great 
turn out and a good time was had by all. 

We visited St Christopher’s Primary School 
and Syndal South Primary School during 
term 3. The purpose of these visits was to 
familiarise the children with a school 
environment, all within the confines and 
security of their kindergarten group and 
teachers. Both experiences were enjoyed by 

all, with the children participating in a range 
of indoor ‘school’ activities as well as testing 
out the playground equipment. 

 

 

Storytelling has been encouraged this term 
as the children acted out a number of familiar 
stories. “The sleeping Princess” was 
dramatized to music as was the “Teddy Bear 
Song”. 
The children were all very willing participants 
in the group storytelling experiences – taking 
on the various parts, speaking the 
appropriate ‘lines’ as well as listening 
respectfully as an audience.  
 

 

Dolphin Corner 
by Sally, Jennie, Donna & Karin 
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Our final incursion was called “Kinder 
Dreaming”. Pancakes came to talk to us 
about Australian Indigenous culture. He 
taught the children an indigenous dance 
where they pretended to be Australian 
animals as Pancakes played the didgeridoo. 
The children enjoyed some ochre face 
painting which signified earth and stars.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank-you all for a great term. We look 
forward to an action-packed term 4. 

Sally, Jennie, Karin and Donna 
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Term 3 has been busy with opportunities to 
venture out of the Pre-School as well as 
invite groups into the Pre-School.   
 
For one of our incursions earlier in the term 
we were visited by a giraffe called “Healthy 
Harold”, who taught the children about ways 
to stay healthy including eating healthy, 
washing hands, cleaning teeth and getting 
exercise and rest. 
 

 

“Squirt the Turtle” visited to teach the 
children about staying safe around water, by 
only swimming with an adult and between 
the flags when at the beach. 
 
We have built on these experiences, 
extending the children’s learning and 
understanding though the activities we have 
set up, as well as in our group times, reading 
stories, singing songs and talking about what 
we have learned.   

This term we have had an indigenous man 
called “Pancake” (Tristan) visit, who 
introduced the children to Aboriginal culture 
by playing the didgeridoo while the children 
moved like some Australian animals. 
Teaching the children about our Australian 
Indigenous culture is an important part of the 
Victorian Early Learning and Development 
Framework, which underpins our learning 
programme.  
 
“The VEYLDF recognises and respects 
Aboriginal cultures and their unique place in 

the heritage and future of Victoria”. We have 
built on this learning with experiences 
including dot painting boomerangs, using 
natural materials with the play dough, bark 
painting with Jennie and drawing Aboriginal 
symbols in paint and sand. Throughout the 
year we read aboriginal stories and sing 
songs about the Aboriginal culture to help 
the children develop their understanding and 
awareness. 
 

 
 

  

We have visited St Christopher’s and Syndal 
South Primary School this term and enjoyed 
some time in the prep classrooms. Attending 
with their Kinder friends and educators make 
this taste of school experience positive and 
confidence boosting. 

A group of our Dads and Grandfathers came 
to Kinder between 6 and 7pm with their 
children to celebrate Father’s Day.  The 
children and their dads and grandfathers had 
the opportunity to participate in some 
Kindergarten activities, sing some songs and 
presented them with a special gift. 

We are continuing our ‘Syndal Gym’ 
programme with the children. The gym 
programme, prepared by Early Childhood 

specialists, focuses on the children’s gross 
motor (large body) skills and assists the 
children to develop their hand-eye co-
ordination, spatial awareness and climbing 
skills, whilst also enhancing the children’s 
focus and concentration in preparation for 
school. The Echidna Group participates in 
the programme each Friday. It is vital for the 
safety of the children that your child wears 
appropriate clothing and shoes for this 
activity. 

We have found that many children lack 
confidence climbing on the playground 
equipment. As the weather is improving and 
we are heading towards the holidays, why 
not head to your local playground for fun and 
fresh air! 

 

 

With “Secret in a Box” this term, the 
children are taking it in turns to take our box 
home and put in it one item of interest. 
When they bring it back to Kinder, the 
children ask questions to work out what is 
inside. Through this experience the children 
are developing their listening, speaking and 
problem solving skills. 
 

Echidna Spot 
by Kirsty and the Echidna Team 
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As the children move towards the end of the 
year we are encouraging them to be more 
independent and resourceful, for example if 
they can’t open a muesli bar wrapper, to find 
some scissors and open it themselves, and 
packing their bags and putting them on their 
backs at pick-up time. We also encourage 
you to try and help your children develop 
these skills at home, by allowing them to 
learn to do things for themselves. 
 
At this time of the year, the children are 
being extended with more challenging 
experiences, some with several steps, further 
developing their thinking, concentration and 
creativity. We are constantly amazed at the 
wonderful work they produce. 
 
With our final term approaching, please put 
your name down for our Parent 
Participation Roster for at least two Kinder 
sessions next term.  
 
Thank you to Radifa’s mum, Nusrat for 
organising the roster for us. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Kirsty and the Echidna Team 
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The children were very excited to come back 
for term 3.  Their level of engagement and 
enthusiasm is evident through the way they 
enter the program and choose activities. 

 

We had Rhythm Fun with Joe, a drumming 
incursion come and bring instruments and a 
drum kit.  We learnt about pitch, rhythm, 
beat and tempo and all had a turn on the big 
drum kit. 

We made our Father’s Day gifts that were 
black and white photos that we decorated 
with drawings, our bubble paintings and 
personalised sayings about our dads.  Then, 
we made our cards with our handprints for a 
“High 5” for dad. We were very proud and 
excited to carry our gifts home for Father’s 
Day. 

 

Inside, each session we have been challenged 
with a new floor puzzle which demands 
concentration, team work, co-operation and 
problem solving.  

Then our creative sides have been introduced 
to painting with ice, dish mops, long brushes 
and stampers. 

Our finger skills have been refined with hole 
punching, threading, lacing and working with 
coloured rice and various types of playdough. 

 

Outside, bubble blowing and chasing has 
been such fun on windy days.  We have also 
had the large trucks out of the sandpit and 
racing around the yard. 

Finally, we have been working at our 
engagement at group time.  We have 
introduced using individual carpet pieces to 
keep our bottoms still, fidget toys to keep 
our hands busy and lots of 
nonsense/silly/rhyming books. 

 

We are very appreciative of all the parent 
helpers we have had this term and are very 
impressed by the number of names already 
down on the PPP roster for term 4. Thank 
you. 

 

Have a safe and happy holiday break, 

Carol and Donna 

The Lizard Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lizard Lounge 
by Carol and Donna 
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Dolphin Group Representatives 

We had morning tea at kinder on 30th August before kinder pick up. Good to see so many of you turn up. 

Thanks to all the parents who helped out this term. Your help is really appreciated. Next term's parent participating roster is out now. 

Have a nice holiday. Hope to see all of you on 5th October for a holiday catch up at Valley Reserve. 

By Catherine 

 

Lizard Group Representatives 

The parents have been participating well in PPP rosters and thanks for filling up Term 4 rosters as well.  

As planned in the term 2 this term's Morning tea was organized outside the preschool in Karizma Kafe and it's a great place to meet and chat with the 
fellow parents.  

Please feel free to share any ideas so that more parents would turn up for morning tea's as its a wonderful platform to meet other parents. 

By Divya 
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Social Activities  

The Family Night Out was held on the 17th of September at the Mulgrave Country Club.  Thank you to all the Syndal Preschool families that 
attended.  There was face painting, balloons, bubbles, music and more!  It was a very relaxed evening and the children had a fantastic time! 

The Social event for term 4 is the Family Fun Day!  This will be held on Saturday the 2nd of December.  Keep an eye out on Flexibuzz for further 
information.  I look forward to seeing you there!  
 
By Zoe  
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Our fabulous NEW Shed! 

A fabulous new shed has been built at the rear of the Preschool.  This will now enable to educators to store all their kinder supplies and 
other goodies.  We would like to thank all the parents for putting up with the rear gate being closed for term 3, and rest assured this will 
be opened at the beginning of term 4. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Syndal Preschool would like to thank Ash Duncan from the Shed Company in Ferntree Gully.  Ash has gone above and beyond in 
helping with the shed install and concreting.   
 
If you are considering buying a shed, we would not hesitate to recommend Ash.  Here is a link to his website: 
https://www.theshedcompany.com.au/stores/the-shed-company-melbourne-south-east/ 
The Shed Company details are: 
5/718 Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully 
Ph: 03 9753 6908 
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